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self, a new military power was rising with almost unlimited
resources. If the new Russia was allowed to consolidate
her strength and fully develop her military machine, there
was no possible coalition of Powers in Europe that could
withstand her.

Rosenberg passionately denounced the suicidal folly of
proposing to come to an agreement with such a Power as
Russia. It made him feel like an Old Testament prophet.
Russia was now going through the process through which
Germany passed in the nineteenth century. A passive, con-
templative nation of religious dreamers, a peasant country,
was turning into an industrial nation of active, matter-of-
fact, realist men and women. Bolshevism was neither here
nor there; the dangerous thing was' this transformation of
the Russian national character. A similar change in the
German nation had produced the wars of unification of the
last century and finally the world war.

"In Russia/9 he continued, "things are moving much
more quickly. Already Russia, and no longer France, is
the greatest military power in Europe. In another ten or
twenty years of this process there will no longer be any
possibility left of resisting a vast Asiatic wave of conquest.
The devilish thing about the whole situation is that Russia
has forged herself a type of weapon with which she can
wreak destruction at any time in the very heart of her
enemy's territory. Such is the purpose of the Communist
organization in every country of the world. In this way
Russia maintains troops in each country, who" will divide
counsels and cripple the will to resistance, and will be able
to carry out sabotage on a gigantic scale.*5

There is no question that what Rosenberg described as a
new Russian weapon served as the model which Hitler so
cleverly adapted to his own purposes* The Nazi organs of
propaganda, the Fifth Columns, and political warfare as a
whole, grew out of the lessons men like Rosenberg drew
from the Russian tactics* At that early time he declared
to me that Bolshevism would become the cover for a new
aggressive .Russian nationalism, and that the new revolt**
tionary wars which Russia would later c^Jrry on for the,
conquest of thet world would be conducted partly
entirely new weapons. ' <